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Canada’s partnership with Cystic Fibrosis Canada 

Kin Canada’s continued commitment to Cystic Fibrosis Canada has 

been the driving force behind cystic fibrosis (CF) research, clinical 

care and advocacy advancements. Dedicated Kinsmen and Kinettes 

have done an outstanding job at both raising money and awareness 

for this devastating disease.  

Since 1964, Kin Canada has raised more than $42 million for CF research, advocacy and 

healthcare – a tremendous achievement! 

Where do the dollars go? 

Cystic Fibrosis Canada’s mission is to help people with cystic fibrosis. They fund research 

towards the goal of a cure or control for cystic fibrosis, support high quality CF care, promote 

public awareness of cystic fibrosis, and raise and allocate funds for these purposes. 

How did this amazing partnership start? 

The friendship between Kinsmen and Kinettes and Canadians with cystic fibrosis (CF) began 

out of a conversation in 1963 between Dr. Douglas Crozier, the Director of the CF Clinic at The 

Hospital for Sick Children, and Kin Bill Skelly. During a chance meeting at a Toronto pub, Dr. 

Crozier spoke to Bill about his young CF patients. This conversation left Bill interested in joining 

the fight against cystic fibrosis, and Dr. Crozier was invited to talk to the North York Kinsmen 

Club. Almost immediately, the North York Kinsmen enthusiastically backed the CF cause. 

By 1964, District 8 had formally adopted Cystic Fibrosis Canada as its District Service Project. 

District 8’s Kin Ian F. McClure spent the next twenty years advocating across the country and, 

before long, involvement spread Canada-wide, throughout the Kin organization. All Districts 

adopted Cystic Fibrosis as their National Service project in 1987. 

Fighting together for a cure! 

When Kinsmen and Kinettes first joined the fight against CF in 1964, children with the disease 

were not expected to live past the age of four.  As of 2013, the median age of survival is a 

remarkable 50.9 years of age in Canada. Drugs produced in the last couple of years such as 

Kalydeco have improved the lives of 4% of the CF population; access to medication like 

Kalydeco would not have been possible without the backing of Kin Canada when it came to 

advocating and raising our voices together for access to medication.  Thank you Kin Canada for 

your amazing dedication and support over the past century! 

Cystic Fibrosis Canada and Kin Canada are working towards the same vision:  

A world where cystic fibrosis is no longer a progressive life-shortening disease. 



For more information about cystic fibrosis or Cystic Fibrosis Canada, please visit 

www.cysticfibrosis.ca or ask your Service Director for more information. 

http://www.cysticfibrosis.ca/

